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ABSTRACT

A Study on the Professional Development of Junior High School Teachers in Taiwan:
An Analysis of Taichu City's Teacher Competencies

Yen-Wen HSIEH
Graduate Student, Hiroshima University

In Taiwan, rapid change of the society has been observed in recent years. Negative effect of
this change on the development of the young people cannot be neglected since many problems
such as school violence, bullying, refusal to go to school, crimes, suicide are continually
increasing, especially at the junior high school level.

Teachers are criticized for being incompetent to handle students properly. In-service
training is pointed out to be important to increase competencies of teachers, but the current
situation of professional abilities of teachers are not clear in Taiwan since no such attempt has
been made so far to clarify them. Without knowing the abilities of teachers, any effective
programs for professional development cannot be organized.

For this reason, this study attempted to identify the professional abilities of junior high
school teachers in Taiwan as well as to identify their needs for in-service training.

Questionnaires were sent to junior high school teachers in Taichu that asked to evaluate
their professional abilities by themselves and to indicate the fields that they want to receive in-
service training.

The result of the study revealed the following regarding the ability:

1. Teachers' professional competencies are related to the number of years of teaching.
2. Most teachers evaluated their competencies high in the areas of value, manner and belief of
teaching and instruction.
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