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Abstract

The Establishment and Role of the Division of
Higher Education of the Office of Education

Katsuya SEMBA, Fukuoka University of Education

The Constitution does not make particular mention of education, but the federal government
has provided various assistances to the higher education in the United States. The history of
federal support for colleges and universities goes back to the Ordinance of July 23, 1787. Since
then, the federal government has played the important role in the policy and administration of
American higher education.

It is necessary to study the federal government’s relationship with the policy and administration
of higher education. Therefore, I reexamine the history of the Office of Education between
1867 and 1953.

The primary purpose of this study is to clarify the main activities of the Office of Education
and the Division of Higher Education in America. Its contents are as follows:

1) Establishment of the Department of Education.
2) Administration of higher education before the establishment of the Division of Higher

Education
3) Establishment of the Division of Higher Education
4) Studies and surveys by the Office of Education
5) Role of the Division of Higher Education

The Department of Education was created by the Act of 1867. In 1868, however, it was
downgraded to the status of an office under the Department of the Interior. The historical
changes of its name are shown by the table 1. In the beginning, the Act of 1867 limited the
federal role to the collection of the statistics and facts, the diffusion of the information, and
the promotion of education. In the process of many activities, the Office of Education was
authorized to perform other functions. For example, in the Morrill Act of 1890, it had the power
to provide the landgrant colleges and universities with federal funds.

On February 3, 1911, the Division of Higher Education was established with an office order.
The chief was a specialist of higher education. The Division provided some federal programs
relating to American higher education. The officers conducted counseling, consultation, and
other services relating to the administration of higher education. The activities of the Division
constributed to the development of higher education in the United States.
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