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ABSTRACT

A Quantitative Analysis of Dynamics and Factors of
Curriculum Management by the Municipal Boards of Education

Tetsuya KAJISA
Hyogo University of Teacher Education

The present paper aims to identify the real situations of school-curricular administration
that the municipal boards of education conduct for elementary and junior high schools
under their jurisdiction and to elicit some determinant factors by means of statistical anal-
yses.

This paper has employed the following analytical framework. The variables associated
with curricular administration by the municipal boards include advising school teachers,
assessing curriculum applications sent in by principals, and inspecting curricular implementation
at individual schools. The factors attributable to the actual situations of curricular
administration are assumed to consist of the following: (1) The characteristics of superintendents
( their age, the term of office, career, and expertise), (2) the characteristics of cental
offices ( the number of full—time officers and supervisors ), and the kinds of routes by
which the prefectural boards of education give advice and support to schools under
municipal boards’ juridiction.

Statistical analyses of the relationships among the variables have produced the following
findings: (1) Curricular administration by the municipal boards is inactive as a whole and
diverse in extent. (2) Superitendents’ age and term of office are not corelated with the
extent of activity during curricular administation. (3) Superitendents’ expertise on school
education and educational administration increases with the activity of curricular administration.
(4) The number of officers and supervisors is proportional to the extent of activity of
curricular administration. (6) Curricular administration by the municipal boards of
education is more active when the prefectural boards give a lead to schools in cooperation
with the municipal boards than when the prefectural boards do to schools directly.
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