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ABSTRACT

The Transition of Bilingual Education Policy in the United States
— Ensuring "Flexibility” via English-Only Programs —

Jun TAKIZAWA
Graduate Student of Hiroshima University

This paper, as a part of research into the bilingual education policy in the United
States, focuses on the transition of this policy in the 1980s.

Bilingual education was reinforced by the federal government in the 1970°s, particularly
in accordance with the Lau decision.

However, criticisms arose in the late 1970’ s related to the TBE policy of forced
transitional bilingual education.

Specifically, these criticisms pointed out that 1) forced implementation of TBE invaded
the educational authority of school districts, and 2) TBE had not proven to be more
effective than other programs that did not employ the use of student’s mother tongue.

The Reagan Administration attempted to reform the Bilingual Education Act via two
strategies: first, by ensuring the flexibility of school districts to choose the English~Only
programs offered in the Bilingual Education Act, and second, by funding local educational
agencies (school districts and state educational agencies) for the purpose of increasing their
capacity to implement programs for Limited English Proficiency (LEP).

These two strategies were included in the Bilingual Education Act of 1984.

I believe the Bilingual Education Act of 1984 to be the turning point in bilingual
education policy for two reasons.

One, because it deregulated requirements to fund school districts via inclusion of English—
Only programs, and two, because it recognized the use of one’s mother tongue in
acquirement of English as relative to other methods.
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