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Abstract

A Consideration of Educational Cases concerning the Furnishing
of Free Textbooks to Sectarian School Students in the United
States of America

Kazuhiro KOGA, Graduate School, Hiroshima University

In the United States, many state legislatures established the statutes on the furnishing of free
textbooks after the free textbook law of 1884 in Massachusetts. Their number had risen to forty-
three states by 1927.

But these statutes generally seemed to be only for public school students. So the actions as to
the furnishing of free textbooks to private school students, particularly sectarian school students
have been brought since the beginning of this century.

This paper, as a part of the study concerning the textbook administration in the United States,
attempts to examme the cases on the furninshing of free textbooks to private school students,
particularly sectarian school students, to clear up the legal principles of such educational cases and
to consider the significance of furnishing free textbooks to private school students, particularly
secratian school students.

The contents are as follows :

Introduction
I. A background of cases on the furnishing of free textbooks to sectarian school students
Il. The consideration of cases on the furnishing of free textbooks to sectarian school students
(1) Dissenting cases
(2) Supporting cases
Conclusion

In the cases on the furnishing of free textbooks to sectarian school students, it has been disputed
whether the furnishing violates the principles of “separation of church and state” prescribed in
the federal and state constitutions or not. Judical decisions have been divided into two opposing
types and the unified conclusion hasn’t been induced by judical authorites. But in the supporting
cases, it has been valued that the state can secure sectarian school students’ right to recieve edu-
cation, complete compulsory education, and promote the general welfare and safety of the state
people by furnishing free textbooks to sectarian school students.
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